Understanding nuclear receptor function: from DNA to chromatin to the interphase nucleus.
The regulation of gene expression by steroid receptors is the fundamental mechanism by which these important bioregulatory molecules exert their action. As such, mechanisms utilized by receptors in the modulation of genetic expression have been intensively studied since the first identification of hormone-binding proteins. Although these mechanisms include both posttranscriptional (1) and posttranslational (2) components, the primary level of control involves direct modulation of the rate of transcription, and it is this process that has been the major focus of research in the field.